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3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Butz (GB 2 037 

475 A). 

As per claim 1, Butz (GB 2 037 475 A) discloses a disc (Figure 2) comprising a substrate 
layer (e.g., 2) that comprises a support plate (bottom portion of (2) and/or (10)) and a registration 
layer (information recording area of disc (9)) comiected to the support plate (bottom portion of 
(2) and/or (10)), characterized in that a protective plate (1) is located at the side of the 
registration layer remote from the support plate (bottom portion of (2) and/or (10)), which 
protective plate (1) can be detachably fastened to the substrate layer (bottom portion of (2) 
and/or (10)). 

As per claim 2 characterized in that the support plate (bottom portion of (2) and/or (10)) 
has the shape of a disc and is provided with at least one raised edge ((e.g., vertical extending 
portions of (2) and/or (10)) extending upwards from a circumferential edge, by means of which 
the protective plate (1) can be detachably fastened. 

As per claim 3, characterized in that the protective plate (1) can be magnetically fastened 
to the substrate layer (2) - via magnets (25). 
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As per claim 4, characterized in that the protective plate (1) can be fastened to the 
substrate layer (2) by means of interlocking or force connections (e.g., magnetic force 
connection). 

As per claim 5, characterized in that the substrate layer (2) can be inserted into a 
protective element which comprises at least the protective plate (1) - (e.g., is adapted to be 
inserted into any protective element). 

As per claim 6, characterized in that at least an outer circumferential edge of the substrate 
layer (2) or of the protective plate (1) is provided with a groove - see Figure 3, the interface 
between (1) and (2). 

As per claim 7, characterized in that the registration layer (recording layer) is provided 
with a covering layer (e.g., 1 1) at a side facing away from the support plate (bottom portion of 
(2) and/or (10)). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William J. Klimowicz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7577. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (6:30AM-5 :00PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Thi Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7579. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from eitiier Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to tiie Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to tiie automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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